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THE CASTLE HOWARD MANUSCRIPT OF GOWER'S "CONFESSIO AMANTIS™

Gower, John. Confessio Amantis. Manuseript on veilum, written in a clear
English Gotnic book hand. 2 cols. 60-74 lines. 111 leaves (misnumbered
110; lacking are 17 leaves at the beginning, 4 leaves af'ter leaf 73, and
a leaf in the last gathering). Initials in red and blue. Rubricated.
Tall decorative letter extensions in top lines of each column. #®tains
on leaves 1l-4. Folio (353 x 280 mm.). 18th cent. boards, vellum back.
Ms. exlibris of Thomas Martin of Palgrave (1697-1771) on @&ndpaper.

England, 15th cent.

An important manuscript of Gower's principal work in English. The
"Con:essio Amantis" is a series of 112 stories, most of them with a love
theme, drawn from classical mythology, Scripture, mediaeval legend, and
actual history. They are set within the framework of a dialogue between
a priest of Venus and the poet, who has gone to the priest tor absolution

for his crimes against Love.

This manuscript is designated as "Hd" in G.C. Macaulay's census and

description of the "Confessio Amantis" manuscripts (Gower, Worké, 1901,
II, cli). It was at that time the property of the Earl of Carlisle at
Castle Howard. The text begins with verse 3305 of Book I and continues
to the end, with gaps at Book VI, 264-1306, and Book VIII, 2566-2833.

The text exists in three versions, the present being an example of the
A-text, the earliest, which is distinguished from the B- and C-texts by
the presence of a passage at the end of the poem in praise of King Hichard
II, at whose request it was written, and by an eulogy of Geoftrey Lhaucer,
Gower's contemporary (Book VIII, 2941-2957).

The A-text was completed in 1390, and was revised before June 21,
1391, when the Richard II and Chaucer passages were removed, and lines

in praise of Henry of Lancaster, later King menry IV, were substituted




for the former. The reason for this was Gower's growing dislike for

the misrule of Richard II, Chaucer being involved as an office-holder
and supporter of Richard.
The "Cont'essio" embodies a large amount of the scientific learning
" of the middle ages. The following subjects, with the number of passages

cited from the "Confessio," are discussed by Fox in his The Mediaeval

Sciences in the Works of John Gower: MICROCOSM {medicine, physiology),
11 passages; MACROCOSM (cosmology, meteorclogy, geography), 15 passages,
with much material derived directly from Brunetto Latini's Trésor;
astrology and astronomy, 33 passages; dreams, 12 passages; alchemy, a
long descriptive passage; magic, 12 passages.

Gower's influence on English language and literature was very great
for a full two centuries after his death. The "Confessio" was translated

into Portuguese and Spanish early in the 15th cent., making it "the first p

extensive English work to be translated into a modern tongue" (Wells,

Manual of Writings in Middle English). The plot of Shakespeare's "Pericles"

was taken directly from Gower, who appears on the stage as "presenter" of

the drama. Ben Jonson, in his "English Grammar," cites Gower as a standard

for the use of language more frequently than any other author. He was

"yery representative of that age in English literature, and in many res-

pects more truly representative than Chaucer" (Wells, Manual).

L‘he most recent census of manuscripts of the "Confessio" is that

in Brown and Robbins, Index of Middle English Verse, where this codex 1s

designated as no. 24 of the A-text. They cite 32 mss. of the A-text (6

in America, of which 4 are imperfect); 7 of the B-text (2 in America, one

of which is imperfect); 10 of the C-text (one in America, imperfect).

In the margins of the codex are some contemporary and léth cent.

marginal notes, which may prove to be of interest on further study. The



manuscript collates: (iii)z‘s, iv—xs, xi-xiié, xiiilo, xiv4, xvlo,

xvil?, Some sheets are misbound in the latter part of the codex,

after leaf 66. Signatures of John Willing and Thomas Bold (16th cent.)

at end.
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#Hd. At CASTLE Howar®s, the propecty of the Earl of Carlisie, who
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teaony, ‘CGuars cinxere’ and ‘Onii viiusquisque. Parchment, 11 {num -
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s dombls columa of 60-7a tines, rather irrgutarly written ia a smail,
fairly chear hand, later fitteeri cent. Latin in text. Seme red and
dae imitlals ; no other decoration.

Senesteen leaves last at the beginming, £ 1 begins at i 3305,and £.8
ie the firat Jeaf of quire i+ : after £.73 four leaves lost, containing vi.
#54-1306, and in the last quire cne. containing viil. 256-2833. The
leaves in the latter half of the bock, from f. 65, have been much
disarranged in the binding.

The name * Tho. Martin ' is writien at the beginning, in the hand-
writing of the well-known Thoraas Mariin of Palgrave.  This of course
is pot the hook menticned it Bavn. Cat. i, 611 as =wong the books
collected by Lord William loward »» Naweith Casiie. There seems
to be at present no Gower H15. & Mawoiin.
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* Now herkre and [ be bo” iv. 1347, 3086, 3446, 3538, but it is not derived
from it Nole also the readings of ii. 1577 ‘Ne,” 2825 *by,’ ii. 1173
‘lupartie,” v. 3306 ‘Oute.” There are many corruptions in the text as wzll as
some deliberate alterations, as * cleped ' regularly to ‘called.” and wovrds
are often dropped or inserted to the injury of the metre.

Ash. ASHMOLE 35, Bodleian Library (Bem. Cat 69:8%  Confessie
Amantis (imperfect). Paper, fi. 182, 13%> ¢} in.  Quires of 12
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written in the text (red). mostly omitted in the last thirty leaves.
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